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DEPT PLEASE REPT TO ALL AMERICAN REPUBLIC POSTS AND USCINCSO AS 
INEO ADDRESSEES. 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OAS 
SUBJECT: OAS ELECTIONS 

REF: A. STATE 161463; B. STATE 121770 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, I DROPPED BY THE OFPICE OP FONSEC GOMEZ 

BERGES LAST EVENING POR WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE AN HOUR AND A HALE 
CHAT MOSTLY ABOUT OAS ELECTIONS. POR DEPT BACKGROUND WHEN I 
SAW PONSEC BRIEFLY AT HIS REQUEST ON JULY 23 REGARDING PLANS POR 
INAUGURATION, I HAD MENTIONED HAVING SEEN LOCAL PRESS REPORTS OF 
HIS SUPPOSED CANDIDACY POR OAS SECGEN. PONSEC SAID HE WAS MYSTIPIED 
AS TO ORIGIN, INTENDED TO LOOK INTO WHO AND WHAT WAS BEHIND IT, 

AND THAT HE HAD SENT A MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER TO THAT 
EPPECT IN ORDER TO AVOID RAISING ANY SUSPICIONS IN THE PRESIDENT'S 
MIND THAT HE (PONSEC) WAS PLAYING GAMES AT THIS DELICATE TIME WHEN 
THE PRESIDENT WAS PONDERING HIS NEW CABINET. 

2. GOMEZ SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TELEPHONE CONTACT OVER PAST 
TWO DAYS WITH DOMREP OAS AMBASSADOR MARCO DE PENA AND WITH 
GODR UNDER SECRETARY LICELOTT MARTE DE BARRIOS WHO CURRENTLY 
IN WASHINGTON ON LEADER GRANT AND HAD ASKED THEM TO INVESTIGATE 
THE ORIGIN OP THE PRESS STORY. BOTH HAD REPORTED BACK THAT 
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CONVERSATIONS WITH A NUMBER OP LA OAS AMBASSADORS AND PUNCTIONARIES 
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REGARDING HIS POSSIBLE CANDIDACY DID NOT REVEAL THE ORIGIN 
BUT HAD MET WITH VERY POSITIVE RESPONSE, HE SAID. UNDER 
SECRETARY BARRIOS ALSO REPORTED A MEETING WITH USOAS DEL 
JOHN FORD IN WHICH FORD VERY CLEARLY AND EIRMLY EXPLAINED US 
POLICY AS DESCRIBED REE B. ACCORDING TO EONSEC BERGES, BARRIOS 
OFFER FD THREE CONSIDERATIONS TO FORD: (I) ALL PREVIOUS OAS 
SECGENS HAD BEEN FROM CONTINENTAL SOUTH AMERICA AND THE ONLY 
TWO CANDIDATES CURRENTLY ON THE SCENE (SAPENA PASTOR AND 
ORFILA) WERE SIMILARLY FROM THAT PART OF THE HEMISPHERE; (2) 
SAPENA PASTOR WAS DEEPLY ASSOCIATED WITH A DICTATORSHIP; AND 
(3) ORFILA REPRESENTED A COUNTRY WHOSE POLICY TOWARD CUBA 
WAS OPPOSED TO THAT OF THE US. THE IMPLICATION OF THE LAST 
TWO POINTS, ACCORDING TO GOMEZ, WAS DID THE US WISH TO SEE 
SUCH PERSONS AS OAS SECGEN. REGARDING ORFILA, GOMEZ SAID 
THAT ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TO DOMREP RICCIARDI HAD INFORMED HIM 
THAT ORFILA WAS LACKING FULL SUPPORT IN GOA CIRCLES AND THAT 
IT WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT GOA WOULD BACK HIS CANDIDACY. 

3. GOMEZ CONTINUED THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT NEITHER MEXICO 
NOR COSTA RICA WISHED TO SEE SAPENA PASTOR AS SECGEN. IN 
RESPONSE TO MY QUERY REGARDING GODR ATTITUDE TOWARD SAPENA, 
GOMEZ SAID THAT SAPENA HAD APPROACHED HIM FOR SUPPORT IN 
ATLANTA AND HE HAD REPLIED THAT HE WOULD REFER THE MATTER TO 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER. HE SAID THAT HE HAD DONE SO IN A 
MEMORANDUM TO WHICH HE HAD AS YET RECEIVED NO REPLY. 

4. I THEN EXPLAINED US POLICY AS CONTAINED REF B. IN 
RESPONSE TO GOMEZ' QUERY AS TO WHICH COUNTRIES SUPPORTED 
SABENA, I REPLIED THAT I DID NOT KNOW. 

5. FONSEC GOMEZ ENDED OUR MEETING BY SAYING THAT HE WAS OFF 
TO SEE PRESIDENT BALAGUER TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH HIM. 

6. COMMENT; THE POSSIBILITY OF OAS SECGEN CLEARLY INTRIGUES 
GOMEZ. WHEN I RECALLED TO HIM HIS HAVING MENTIONED TO ME 

HIS INTEREST IN THE POSITION OF GODR AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON, 

HE SAID HE HAD DECIDED AGAINST IT (READ PRESIDENT BALAGUER 
HAD PROBABLY DISCOURAGED HIM). OF PERTINENCE IS THE FACT THAT 
HE SAID THAT ALL FIVE FOREIGN SECRETARIES FROM CENTRAL 
AMERICA HAD OFFICIALLY ACCEPTED HIS PERSONAL INVITATION TO 
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ATTEND BALAGUER'S INAUGURATION AS HAD THE FOREIGN SECRETARY 
OF PANAMA. EITHER THE HAITIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY OR THE 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR WILL ATTEND ALSO HE SAID. SHOULD 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER AUTHORIZE HIM TO TAKE SOUNDINGS RE 
THE OAS SECGEN POSITION, THE AUGUST 16 INAUGURAL WILL BE 
A BUSY TIME FOR GOMEZ BERGES. 

HURWITCH 
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